
Convention between the United States of America and the United States of Mexico to … to avoid the Difficulties 
Occasioned by Reason of the Changes which take Place in the Beds of the Rio Grande the Colorado Rivers, signed 
March 1, 1889 (TS 232; 26 Stat 1512) 
Article I.  "All differences or questions that may arise on that portion of the frontier between the United States of 
American and the United States of Mexico where the Rio Grande and the Colorado rivers form the boundary line, 
whether such differences or questions grow out of alterations or changes in the bed of the aforesaid Rio Grande and 
that of the aforesaid Colorado River, or of works that may be constructed in said rivers, or of any other cause affecting 
the boundary line, shall be submitted for examination and decision to an International Boundary Commission, which 
shall have exclusive jurisdiction in the case of said differences or question." 
 

NORTH AMERICAN AGREEMENT ON ENVIRONMENTAL COOPERATION between the Government of Canada, the 
Government of the United Mexican States and the Government of the United States of America 
Article 3: Levels of Protection.  Recognizing the right of each Party to establish its own levels of domestic environmental 
protection and environmental development policies and priorities, and to adopt or modify accordingly its environmental 
laws and regulations, each Party shall ensure that its laws and regulations provide for high levels of environmental 
protection and shall strive to continue to improve those laws and regulations. 
Article 5: Government Enforcement Action. With the aim of achieving high levels of environmental protection and 
compliance with its environmental laws and regulations, each Party shall effectively enforce its environmental laws and 
regulations through appropriate governmental action, subject to Article 37, such as:  

 appointing and training inspectors; 

 monitoring compliance and investigating suspected violations, including through on-site inspections; 

 seeking assurances of voluntary compliance and compliance agreements; 

 publicly releasing non-compliance information; 

 issuing bulletins or other periodic statements on enforcement procedures; 

 promoting environmental audits; 

 requiring record keeping and reporting; 

 providing or encouraging mediation and arbitration services; 

 using licenses, permits or authorizations; 

 initiating, in a timely manner, judicial, quasi-judicial or administrative proceedings to seek appropriate sanctions or 
remedies for violations of its environmental laws and regulations; 

 providing for search, seizure or detention; or 

 issuing administrative orders, including orders of a preventative, curative or emergency nature. 
Each party shall ensure that judicial, quasi-judicial or administrative enforcement proceedings are available under its law 
to sanction or remedy violations of its environmental laws and regulations. Sanctions and remedies provided for a 
violation of a Party's environmental laws and regulations shall, as appropriate: 

 take into consideration the nature and gravity of the violation, any economic benefit derived from the violation by 
the violator, the economic condition of the violator, and other relevant factors; and 

 include compliance agreements, fines, imprisonment, injunctions, the closure of facilities, and the cost of containing 
or cleaning up pollution. 

Article 6: Private Access to Remedies.  Each Party shall ensure that interested persons may request the Party's 
competent authorities to investigate alleged violations of its environmental laws and regulations and shall give such 
requests due consideration in accordance with law. Each Party shall ensure that persons with a legally recognized 
interest under its law in a particular matter have appropriate access to administrative, quasi-judicial or judicial 
proceedings for the enforcement of the Party's environmental laws and regulations. Private access to remedies shall 
include rights, in accordance with the Party's law, such as: 

 to sue another person under that Party's jurisdiction for damages; 

 to seek sanctions or remedies such as monetary penalties, emergency closures or orders to mitigate the 
consequences of violations of its environmental laws and regulations; 

 to request the competent authorities to take appropriate action to enforce that Party's environmental laws and 
regulations in order to protect the environment or to avoid environmental harm; or 

 to seek injunctions where a person suffers, or may suffer, loss, damage or injury as a result of conduct by another 
person under that Party's jurisdiction contrary to that Party's environmental laws and regulations or from tortious 
conduct. 


